Fluoroscopically-guided micropuncture femoral artery access for large-caliber sheath insertion.
Over the last decade, significant developments have been made in the treatment of structural heart disease. Some of these techniques require placement of large arterial sheaths for device delivery. Optimal vascular access is essential for successful large-vessel sheath insertion as well as to avoid vascular complications. The critical step for ideal percutaneous vessel entry is single anterior wall-only puncture of the common femoral artery in a location above the femoral bifurcation and below the inguinal ligament. We describe a fluoroscopically-guided micropuncture technique for accurate placement of large-caliber arterial sheaths.